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San Francisco
49ers

2016 Recap
If the Rams’ season was bad, the 49ers’ season was worse. In his first and only 

season in San Francisco, Chip Kelly didn’t have the type of playmakers he did in 
Philadelphia. His biggest asset was RB Carlos Hyde who, despite the nagging injuries 
that have plagued his young career, finished as the 15th best RB in fantasy last season. 
When Colin Kaepernick finally took over the starting gig, he put up several great games 
with his ability to generate points with his legs. Outside of those two, there wasn’t much 
to be happy about in the Bay Area. WR Jeremy Kerley had his moments as the top option 
in the passing game, but he still only finished as fantasy’s 56th best at his position. It’s 
probably best that the calendar turned to 2017. No one in the organization wants to 
remember 2016. – The Hudsonian

Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB1 Brian Hoyer (w/ CHI) 91.6 QB31
QB2 Matt Barkley (w/ CHI) 81.6 QB34
RB1 Carlos Hyde 196.1 RB15

RB2 (R) Joe Williams N/A N/A

RB3 Tim Hightower (w/ NO) 121.9 RB38
RB4 Kapri Bibbs (w/ DEN) 30.4 RB86
WR1 Pierre Garcon (w/ WSH) 189.5 WR27
WR2 Jeremy Kerley 134.6 WR56

WR3 Marquise Goodwin (w/ BUF) 92.3 WR82
WR4 Aldrick Robinson (w/ ATL) 58.7 WR101
TE1 Vance McDonald 91.1 TE27
TE2 (R) George Kittle N/A N/A
K Robbie Gould (w/ NYG) 37.0 K33
D/ST 49ers 91.0 DST30
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Pierre Garcon
Pierre Garcon may be the most underrated wide 

receiver in the NFL. He started as a running mate 
for Reggie Wayne back in his Colts days, then 
signed a free agent contract with the Redskins and 
was promptly overshadowed after the arrival of the 
more flamboyant DeSean Jackson. After his 2016 
season which saw him log his second 1,000 yards 
receiving season in four years, Garcon landed in San 
Francisco, following former offensive coordinator 
Kyle Shanahan to the Bay Area. With so little 
experience surrounding him on offense, how much 
can we truly expect Garcon to do in 2017?

If history is any indication, Garcon will likely 
exceed 1,000 receiving yards. In his first four 
seasons in Indy, Garcon logged zero 1,000 yard 
campaigns and had two seasons with more than 100 
targets. His first season in Washington saw him miss 

six games. Since then, he’s played in every game for four straight seasons and hasn’t 
logged less than 105 targets in a given season. In fact, his breakout 2013 season 
came when he was the most prolific weapon on the Redskins and he showed off his 
chops, en route to 184 targets, 113 receptions and 1,346 receiving yards. When DJax 
came into town, his target volume and production dipped, but he still remained effective 
through last year, as he led the ‘Skins in targets, receptions and receiving yards. Now 
that he’s in San Fran, Garcon is the unquestioned leader. We’ve seen how targets are 
divvied up in Kyle Shanahan’s offense the last several years in Atlanta. Julio Jones, the 
unquestioned number one wide out for the Falcons, has seen an ungodly amount of 
targets, from 164 in 2014 - Roddy White’s last season in Atlanta - to a whopping 204 
in 2015 (when no other Falcon had more than 97) to 129 in his injury shortened 2016. 
Garcon is in for a heavy workload by default. The biggest question then becomes, can 
Brian Hoyer and/or Matt Barkley get him the football? Neither are superstars but they’re 
not afraid to throw it. I would look for a smidgen over 1,000 yards for Garcon on right 
around 100 catches and 5 TDs. That should keep him in WR2 territory but at worst 
you’re getting a stand out FLEX option. 
– The Hudsonian

Pierre Garcon, WR
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Carlos Hyde
If the rumors are true, 

Hyde could be looking for 
work in the near future. But 
since he’s still a 49er and 
a talented one at that, you 
should know what you’re 
getting from the former Ohio 
State Buckeye. Going into 
his fourth season, Hyde has 
never played a full season, 
missing games due to a 
slew of injuries. He’s never 
rushed for 1,000 yards and never scored more than 6 TDs in a given season. This isn’t 
shaping up to be a nice write up, is it?

Hyde’s most productive season came in 2016 when Chip Kelly was running the 
offense. He also had Colin Kaepernick handing him the ball and as we all know, when a 
running QB is in front of a running back, good things usually happen for that running back. 
Kaepernick took over the starting job in Week 6 and Hyde finished the season averaging 
over 5 yards per carry. He rushed for 611 yards total over the eight games he played, but 
failed to score a rushing TD. We’ve seen in Atlanta over the past few seasons how well 
Shanahan’s offense can work with not one, but two good running backs. If Shanahan 

employs the same strategy in San Francisco, look 
for Hyde to be spelled more by rookie Joe Williams 
as well as former Saint Tim Hightower. Hyde is 
a power runner who has skills as a receiver, 
notching 27 receptions last year, so he can be an 
asset to your fantasy team. But he just needs to 
stay in the lineup. Call me crazy, but if he survives 
training camp, and if the rumors are to be believed 
that’s not a sure bet, I think he crosses 1,000 
yards for the first time and adds in 25 catches and 
7 TDs. In a world where RBs drop like flies, that 
should easily get him into RB2 territory. Just have a 
backup plan, people. Fool me once, shame on you, 
fool me twice, don’t say I didn’t warn you. 
– The Hudsonian

It’s now 
  or never 

for Hyde in San 
Francisco. If he can 
stay healthy, he 

could put up top 15 
RB numbers. 

– Cole 
Hoopingarner

““

Carlos Hyde, RB
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Vance McDonald
As a young, athletic tight end in the NFL, 

one would think McDonald would’ve had more 
success to date. Just look at how well tight 
ends did in Chip Kelly’s Eagles offenses and 
you’ll know that McDonald hasn’t lived up to 
his potential as a former second round pick. 
The last two years were his most successful, 
lodging 30 catches in 2015 and 391 receiving 
yards in 2016, totaling 7 TDs in the two year 
span. But really, that’s it. That’s the highlight 
reel on McDonald, sans a 75-yard catch and 
run for a TD against Carolina last year. But 

what that one play did was tell us that the kid has talent and in a offense starved for 
playmakers, you should keep an eye on McDonald.

The 49ers drafted George Kittle in the 5th round to presumably push McDonald for 
playing time. Both are big targets who stand 6’4” and can stretch the field. Shanahan 
didn’t utilize his tight ends enough in Atlanta, but to be fair, he never really had a good 
one until last year when the team drafted Austin Hooper. But we all know rookie TEs 
don’t immediately succeed in the NFL, which is why I’m spotlighting McDonald and not 
Kittle. With Pierre Garcon and Jeremy Kerley as the only reliable weapons on offense, 
McDonald should be an effective 
safety blanket for Hoyer and Barkley. 
He also has the skills needed to 
take a 5-yard pass for a 30-yard 
gain. McDonald should be in line for 
his best statistical season to date, 
somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 45-50 catches for a little over 
500 yards and 4 TDs. Let’s not get 
too crazy here folks. You’re still not 
drafting him, but he could be an 
effective bye week fill in after the 
season gets rolling. – The Hudsonian

I have a feeling 
McDonald will feature 
prominently in one of 

our weekly Pick ‘Em Up 
waiver wire columns. 

– Cole Hoopingarner

““

Vance McDonald, TE
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2017 Preview
With so many new additions, including a new head coach and offensive coordinator, 

the 49ers are primed to be a little better, right? The offense will start with new WR Pierre 
Garcon. He’s familiar with HC Kyle Shanahan’s system from their time in Washington, 
and he’s coming off another 1,000 yard receiving campaign. He’ll be the prime target for 
the combination of QBs Brian Hoyer and Matt Barkley. The backfield seems to be in flux. 
Lots of reports coming from San Fran indicate RB Carlos Hyde is on thin ice and that 
the team loves rookie Joe Williams. Whoever leads the backfield is likely to put up solid 
numbers. Shanahan’s RBs in Atlanta put up solid stats so the same should hold true for 
the 49ers. Either of them could easily finish in the top 25 at RB. Jeremy Kerley is likely 
to be a top 60 option, which means he’ll spend much of the season being added and 
dropped throughout the year. TEs Vance McDonald and rookie George Kittle will battle to 
play the role of safety net for their QB. McDonald has shown flashes but has hardly been 
consistent. The only players you’re likely to own are Garcon and possibly Hyde, but keep 
an eye on Williams, McDonald and Kittle. Those are names to know when it’s time to 
scour the waiver wire. – The Hudsonian

Week 1: vs. Carolina Panthers Week 10: vs. New York Giants

Week 2: @ Seattle Seahawks Week 11: BYE WEEK

Week 3: vs. Los Angeles Rams Week 12: vs. Seattle Seahawks

Week 4: @ Arizona Cardinals Week 13: @ Chicago Bears
Week 5: @ Indianapolis Colts Week 14: @ Houston Texans
Week 6: @ Washington Redskins Week 15: vs. Tennessee Titans
Week 7: vs. Dallas Cowboys Week 16: vs. Jacksonville Jaguars

Week 8: @ Philadelphia Eagles Week 17: @ Los Angeles Rams
Week 9: vs. Arizona Cardinals

Team Schedule


