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Los Angeles
Rams

Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB1 Jared Goff 58.4 QB37
RB1 Todd Gurley 186.5 RB19

RB2 Lance Dunbar (w/ DAL) 30.4 RB86

RB3 Malcolm Brown 8.4 RB121
WR1 Robert Woods (w/ BUF) 110.6 WR69
WR2 Tavon Austin 144.8 WR52

WR3 (R) Cooper Kupp N/A N/A
WR4 Pharoah Cooper 17.0 WR150
TE1 Tyler Higbee 25.0 TE63
TE2 (R) Gerald Everett N/A N/A
K Greg Zuerlein 74.0 K23
D/ST Rams 115.0 DST25

2016 Recap
The Rams were a disaster in 2016. Not quite a dumpster fire, but pretty close. Every 

one of us fully expected Todd Gurley to remain hot after finishing 2015 so strong, but 
with abysmal quarterback play and even more atrocious offensive line play, Gurley just 
couldn’t get his engine revving. He did manage to finish as RB19, but because he was a 
consensus first round pick in fantasy drafts, it’s easy to understand people’s frustrations. 
Tavon Austin once again proved he’s not a reliable fantasy option, with six games of 
two or fewer catches. A pleasant surprise did come in the form of WR Kenny Britt, who 
posted the first 1,000 yard receiving campaign of his career. He then promptly bolted for 
the Browns, the league’s worst team, in free agency. To add insult to injury, the Rams held 
the number one pick in the draft, Jared Goff, out until Week 11, and he did everything 
possible to make the front office question if they drafted the right guy. Okay, so maybe 
the Rams are a dumpster fire. Yeesh. – The Hudsonian
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Todd Gurley
Todd Gurley had a hell of a rookie 

season in 2015. In 13 games, 
Gurley totaled 1,106 rushing yards 
and 10 touchdowns. He averaged 
4.8 yards per carry and announced 
his presence rather emphatically. 
He was a consensus top three 
running back heading into 2016 
drafts with many expecting even 
better production over a full 16 
games. Gurley had something of 
a sophomore slump in 2016 with 
ineffective QB play and an offensive 
line that couldn’t create any running 
lanes. According to Pro Football Focus, the Rams offensive line ranked 27th in the NFL. 
The inept line caused Gurley to be one of the least productive RBs in the league last year.

Part of Gurley’s success in 2015 came on the amount of big plays that he generated. 
Gurley led the NFL in percentage of runs that went for 25 yards or more - 8 out of 229 
rushes. In 2016, he was last in the NFL in the same category with zero runs of 25 or more 
yards. Gurley also had the sixth fewest yards before contact at 1.0 yards and placed 46th 
in yards after contact at 2.18, down from 1.9 and 2.9 in 2015. These factors are largely to 
blame for Gurley’s yards per carry average plummeting in 2016. Despite the lack of rushing 
prowess, Gurley did find ways to contribute in the passing game in 2016 which was not 
in his arsenal in 2015. He jumped from 21 catches to 43, totaling 327 yards. Many don’t 
believe he’ll replicate that after the Rams signed Lance Dunbar to be their 3rd down back. 
With the addition of OT Andrew Whitworth, I think Gurley will get his yards per carry back up 
over 4.0 and will cross the 1,000 yard barrier, likely to the tune of 1,150 yards and 8 TDs. I 
think he’ll chip in 30 receptions for 250 yards which should put him in contention for a top 
10 finish at RB. Sometimes a new offense is a recipe for better numbers. Just look at what 
Robert Kelley was able to do in Washington last year in McVay’s offense. Imagine what 
Kelley’s numbers could look like if he had Gurley’s talent. Draft Gurley with confidence. 
– The Hudsonian

Todd Gurley, RB

Todd Gurley is more likely to bounce back this season than 
regress or stay at 2016 levels of productivity. He’s a low RB1. 

– Cole Hoopingarner

““
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Robert Woods
For someone who’s never had more 

than 700 receiving yards in a season, 
asking that person to suddenly be 
something they’re not is a tall order. 
But that’s what the Rams are doing 
with Robert Woods. They gave Woods 
a big free agent contract and are 
hoping he helps fill the void left by 
the departed Kenny Britt. Britt had 68 
catches for 1,002 yards and 5 TDs. 
Woods’ best season came in 2014 
when he had 65 catches for 699 yards 
and 5 TDs. That’s also the only time 

Woods played all 16 games in a season. For as often as Woods seemingly gets hurt, 
he’s never missed more than three games in a season. What the Rams really need is 
for Woods and QB Jared Goff to form a trusting relationship. Woods runs good routes 
and when former QB Tyrod Taylor targeted him on quick cuts and crossing patterns, 
Taylor’s QB rating was 125.0 and 112.5, respectively. I fully expect Woods to be more 
of an underneath receiver in Sean McVay’s offense, much like what Pierre Garcon did in 
Washington. By the way, Garcon put up over 1,000 yards in this same offense a year ago.

The Rams’ offense features a lot of receivers that would typically be either number 
twos or threes in a given offense. With second year wideout Pharoh Cooper and rookie 
Cooper Kupp to go along with veteran Tavon Austin, Goff will have weapons to throw 
to but he needs Woods to be the unquestioned leader of the group. Britt ended the 
season as the 24th ranked WR in fantasy which 
means that even the best receiver on a bad team 
can be useful for fantasy owners. Woods could 
cross 1,000 yards, but what he needs more than 
anything to be successful is a consistent Jared 
Goff. I wouldn’t draft Woods to be anything more 
than my fourth wide receiver and then hope that 
he overachieves. I’m not expecting more than 65 
catches for 900 yards and 5 TDs, which will mean 
he can be a decent FLEX option and bye week fill 
in. Don’t expect more than that. – The Hudsonian

Woods is worth a 
late draft stash as the 
fourth or fifth WR on 

your roster. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

““

Robert Woods, WR
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Jared Goff
Jared Goff wasn’t ready to start 2016 as the 

starting QB because he needed time to grasp the 
offense. He was thrust into starting in Week 11 
because Case Keenum suffered a concussion 
and in his seven starts, he still looked like he 
wasn’t ready. In those seven games, Goff passed 
for 1,089 yards and completed only 54.6% of 
his passes. By comparison, Colin Kaepernick’s 
career completion percentage is 59.8% and he’s 
currently unemployed. Goff tossed only 5 TDs to 
go along with 7 INTs. In his seven games, he was 
sacked 26 times, the most of any QB in the NFL 
during that time span. And the offensive line’s 
pass blocking efficiency was fifth worst in the 
NFL over his starts.

So that’s the bad on Goff. The good? Well, 
he had a passer rating of 112.5 when throwing 
to the deep left of the football field. Oh, and he 
has a new head coach that turned former fourth 
round pick Kirk Cousins into one of the better 
quarterbacks in the NFL. And he does have a 
true workhorse behind him in running back Todd 
Gurley. The team also brought in LT Andrew 
Whitworth to protect Goff’s blindside. With a full 
offseason, a creative play caller in his ear, and 
going into camp as the unquestioned starter, Goff 
should be ready to throw for more than 3,000 
yards this year. A couple of other young QBs that 
made big jumps in their second seasons? Derek 
Carr and Blake Bortles. I don’t see a reason why 
Goff can’t make similar strides. But you’re likely 
not drafting him unless you’re in 2 QB leagues or 
playing in a dynasty league. – The Hudsonian

Jared Goff, QB

Goff’s value is 
highest in dynasty 

leagues. In standard 
leagues, he’ll likely sit 
on the waiver wire 

until he proves he can 
produce. 

– Cole Hoopingarner

“

“



5

2017 Preview
Goff heads into Year 2 with something to prove. Carson Wentz is getting all the love 

so I’m sure Goff will be determined to prove he has what it takes to succeed in the NFL. 
With new head coach Sean McVay, I think there will be incremental improvement, but 
I’m not holding my breath. Goff is short a number one receiver (no offense to Robert 
Woods), but he has a couple of big targets at tight end in Tyler Higbee and rookie Gerald 
Everett. McVay will look to find creative ways to get these two open to help build Goff’s 
confidence early. The one thing you need to know about the Rams is that Gurley will rush 
for 1,000 yards this season. The addition of OT Andrew Whitworth should give the rest 
of the line confidence in creating holes for Gurley and protecting Goff. Gurley should be 
the only Ram you draft in the first 10 rounds, maybe at all. The rest of their targets are 
reserved for dynasty leagues. – The Hudsonian

Week 1: vs. Indianapolis Colts Week 10: vs. Houston Texans
Week 2: vs. Washington Redskins Week 11: @ Minnesota Vikings

Week 3: @ San Francisco 49ers Week 12: vs. New Orleans Saints

Week 4: @ Dallas Cowboys Week 13: @ Arizona Cardinals
Week 5: vs. Seattle Seahawks Week 14: vs. Philadelphia Eagles

Week 6: @ Jacksonville Jaguars Week 15: @ Seattle Seahawks
Week 7: vs. Arizona Cardinals Week 16: @ Tennessee Titans
Week 8: BYE WEEK Week 17: vs. San Francisco 49ers

Week 9: @ New York Giants

Team Schedule


