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Los Angeles
Chargers

2016 Recap
One of fantasy’s greatest surprises appeared in San Diego last year as Melvin Gordon 

took advantage of Danny Woodhead’s injury on his way to a RB7 finish. Philip Rivers 
finished as a top 10 QB once again despite losing his number one WR, Keenan Allen, 
for the season in the first game. TE Antonio Gates outperformed the rising TE Hunter 
Henry, but not by much. A team plagued by injuries in 2016 looks to rebound in 2017 with 
healthy bodies and a new home in Los Angeles. –Cole Hoopingarner

Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB1 Philip Rivers 312.1 QB9
RB1 Melvin Gordon 256.6 RB7

RB2 Brandon Oliver N/A N/A

RB3 Kenjon Barner (w/ PHI) 34.1 RB83
RB4 Kenneth Farrow 37.2 RB79
WR1 Keenan Allen 12.3 WR157
WR2 (R) Mike Williams N/A N/A

WR3 Travis Benjamin 132.4 WR58
WR4 Tyrell Williams 205.9 WR17
WR5 Dontrelle Inman 157.9 WR45
TE1 Hunter Henry 115.5 TE19
TE2 Antonio Gates 131.3 TE15
K Josh Lambo 89.0 K20
D/ST Chargers 147.0 DST14
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Melvin Gordon
Typically the phrase “next man up” 

doesn’t bode well for the incumbent 
starter. But this is the NFL, where 
many backfields feature multiple 
running backs who keep each other 
fresh and defenses honest. Many 
starting RBs are SINOs - Starters 
in Names Only. Nowhere was this 
more apparent than in San Diego 
in 2015 as Melvin Gordon struggled 
mightily, posting 641 yards and zero 
touchdowns. His backfield counterpart 

Danny Woodhead electrified as the Chargers’ greatest passing threat, catching 80 
balls for 755 yards and 6 touchdowns. Owners reacted accordingly in 2016, drafting 
Woodhead as early as the 5th round and Gordon as late as the 10th.

By now you know that Woodhead suffered a torn ACL and the Chargers had no choice 
but to go all-in on Gordon. Boy, did that work out well. The former Wisconsin Badger 
rushed for 838 yards and 9 touchdowns in the first ten games of the season and added 
41 catches for 419 yards and two receiving touchdowns. He looked set to finish strong 
before a hip injury in Week 14 ended his year. The Chargers parted ways with Woodhead 
this offseason and Gordon, once just a cog in the wheel with unrealized potential, gives 
Los Angeles a throwback workhorse in the backfield who punishes defenses with his 
running, catching, and scoring abilities.

Gordon’s current ADP is 14, right about where 
you’d expect him to be. A small fragment of 
fantasy pundits will caution you about drafting 
Gordon that early based on a few eyebrow-
raising statistics, particularly his rather 
pedestrian 3.9 yards per carry. Don’t fret about 
that. The Chargers know how their bread is 
buttered in the red zone and with an improved 
offensive line, Gordon’s YPC will increase as 
will his reception and reception yardage totals. 
I foresee 1300 rushing yards and 10 TDs, with 
45 catches for 500 yards and 2 receiving TDs to 
vault him into the top 5 at his position. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

Gordon was a find for 
me last year, and I’m 

high on him once again in 
2017. I’m fully expecting 

at or close to a top 5 
finish among RBs. 
– The Hudsonian

Melvin Gordon, RB
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Keenan Allen
Keenan Allen was on track for a season for 

the ages in 2015 when he suffered a season-
ending injury. Through eight games in 2015, Allen 
tallied 67 receptions for 725 yards and 4 TDs. 
That translates to 134 catches for 1,450 yards 
and 8 TDs over a full 16 game season. That 
would’ve been good for third in receptions, tied 
for fifth in yards, and tied for 20th in TDs - that 
all adds up to a top 5 WR finish. Entering 2016 
we had high hopes for Allen, ranking him in our 
top 6 among wide receivers. Tragically Allen tore 
his ACL in the first game last year.

There’s no questioning Allen’s ability - but we 
will question how many games we can get from 
him. The Chargers thought enough of him after 
2015 to offer him a 4-year extension, despite 
the injuries. Those same Chargers, after another 
injury took Allen’s 2016 season from him, 
invested a top 10 draft pick in former Clemson 
standout Mike Williams. If Allen is healthy and 
Williams takes to the offense quickly, Philip 
Rivers will have arguably the most talented duo 
of pass catchers he’s ever had. Maybe I’m a 
little bullish on Allen, but I think this is the year 
he busts through the ceiling. After two straight 
season-ending injuries, the fantasy gods will 
bless Keenan Allen and renew your faith in 
him. I have him ranked as a WR2 to start the 
season - it’s okay to be cautious, no matter 
what you hope and predict the guy may do - 
but I fully expect WR1 numbers if he’s healthy. 
I say he finishes the season healthy and gives 
you 110 catches for 1,300 yards and 7 TDs. If 
you can get that for a 5th round pick, where’s 
he’s currently going according to his ADP, you 
sacrifice your firstborn to the fantasy gods. 
– The Hudsonian

Keenan Allen’s 
the ultimate high 
risk, high reward 
pick this year. If 
you believe he 

can stay healthy, 
draft him and 
DON’T LOOK 

BACK. 
– Cole 

Hoopingarner

Keenan Allen, WR
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Hunter Henry
Is this FINALLY the year time catches up with Antonio Gates? Last year, at age 37, he 

finished as the 15th best TE in fantasy, was third on the Chargers in receptions, and had 
a whopping 92 targets. Age is the only reason we’re writing about Hunter Henry instead 
of Gates? I know, I hate being the guy who harps on a player’s age. Truth is, even at 38, 
Gates will likely be a top 20 option at TE. He’s just that crucial to the offense and QB 
Philip Rivers trusts him. But he’s the past. Henry is the future.

During his rookie season in 2016, Henry was a big time end zone target. All eight of his 
TDs came within 20 yards of the end zone, including seven that came within 12 yards. 
His target share (54) was nearly half of Gates’ but Henry is a much better blocker at 
the line of scrimmage than Gates has ever been. As we all know the Chargers have a 
history of offensive line issues? The Chargers hope they solved some of those problems 
by drafting rookies Forrest Lamp and Dan Feeney. They should free Henry to run more 
routes and cut into Gates’ targets. And despite having much fewer targets than Gates, 
Henry still finished 19th at TE in 2016. I think this is the last hurrah for Gates, and this is 
the year Henry makes the leap. Maybe he finishes outside the top 10 at TE, but he’ll be a 
keeper stash for 2018 when he’s the trusted safety valve for Rivers. Look for 45 catches 
for 530 yards and 7 TDs, keeping him in the top 15 at TE. – The Hudsonian

Until Gates 
retires or if he 

suffers a season-
ending injury, 

Henry’s a 
mid-TE2.  
– Cole 

Hoopingarner

““

Hunter Henry, TE
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Week 1: @ Denver Broncos Week 10: @ Jacksonville Jaguars
Week 2: vs. Miami Dolphins Week 11: vs. Buffalo Bills

Week 3: vs. Kansas City Chiefs Week 12: @ Dallas Cowboys
Week 4: vs. Philadelphia Eagles Week 13: vs. Cleveland Browns

Week 5: @ New York Giants Week 14: vs. Washington Redskins

Week 6: @ Oakland Raiders Week 15: @ Kansas City Chiefs
Week 7: vs. Denver Broncos Week 16: @ New York Jets

Week 8: @ New England Patriots Week 17: vs. Oakland Raiders
Week 9: BYE WEEK

Team Schedule

2017 Preview: 
Ben Roethlisberger may be the only quarterback less appreciated than Philip Rivers. 

While Rivers isn’t invulnerable to the occasional goose egg or poor two-game stretch, he 
consistently finishes as a top 10 QB. Right now his average draft position is 130. That’s 
unbelievable and if you feel comfortable waiting that long to grab a quarterback Rivers 
will reward your patience. Melvin Gordon enters 2017 primed for a repeat of his breakout 
2016 campaign. The other Chargers running backs pose little threat to Gordon’s role 
as the team’s workhorse. Prior to 2016 Keenan Allen’s injuries prevented him from 
reaching WR1 status. This year he’ll battle to stay healthy and face the greatest internal 
competition he’s seen in his career. Hunter Henry wants the TE1 spot that Antonio Gates 
currently holds. Gates will soon fall victim to every athlete’s greatest enemy - time - but 
he may just have another great year in him. – Cole Hoopingarner


