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Kansas City
Chiefs

2016 Recap
I would love for a day to come when a Chiefs QB does anything worthwhile from a 

fantasy perspective. Alas, 2016 left me waiting as Alex Smith finished as QB24. TE 
Travis Kelce was the headliner for this team in 2016, turning in the top season for a 
TE in fantasy. Spencer Ware filled in for Jamaal Charles who proved unable to make a 
comeback following a torn ACL. Unfortunately West fumbled a lot and that cost him and 
fantasy owners. Everyone waited for Jeremy Maclin to pitch in another top 20 season, but 
he was nowhere to be found. (It was reported during the offseason that Maclin played the 
better part of 2016 with a torn groin.) In his place emerged rookie Tyreek Hill, the human 
highlight reel. He ran it, caught it, and returned it en route to a WR19 finish. And because 
of his return ability, it helped vault the the Chiefs D/ST unit to tops in fantasy. Even 
without a quality QB there was plenty to like in Kansas City in 2016. – The Hudsonian

Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB1 Alex Smith 228.1 QB24
RB1 Spencer Ware 195.8 RB16

RB2 (R) Kareem Hunt N/A N/A

RB3 Charcandrick West 65.5 RB61
WR1 Tyreek Hill 203.9 WR19
WR2 Chris Conley 87.5 WR87

WR3 Albert Wilson 78.7 WR92
WR4 Demarcus Robinson N/A N/A
TE1 Travis Kelce 223.2 TE1
K Cairo Santos 102.0 K17
D/ST Chiefs 202.0 DST1
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Travis Kelce
Travis Kelce entered the 2016 season 

as a tight end on the rise. He’s athletic, 
has great ball skills, and is featured in an 
offense that has made less athletic tight 
ends before him - Brent Celek, anyone? - 
look as productive as Tony Gonzalez. Kelce 
ascended to new heights in 2016, posting 
the first of what will likely be many 1,000 
yard receiving campaigns in his career. In 
fact, he topped the TE position in receiving 
yards with 1,125. He also had the second 
most receptions at the position - one behind 
Dennis Pitta with 85 - and was fourth in 
targets with 117. 

 If there’s an area where Kelce could improve, it’s scoring touchdowns. An inability to find 
the end zone keeps Kelce out of the conversation as one of the great, modern fantasy 
football tight ends. In his three seasons in the league, Kelce has only scored 14 TDs which, 
over the same time period, ranks 11th in the NFL. That 12 TDs shy of the league leader, 
Rob Gronkowski, who also happens to have played in 10 fewer games. The fact of the 
matter is Andy Reid calls runs more than passes in the red zone. Inside the 20 yard line in 
2016, RB Spencer Ware had 27 rushes, leading to 3 TDs; RB Charcandrick West had 15 
rushes for 1 TD; and QB Alex Smith had 12 rushes for a team leading 5 red zone TDs. In 
terms of passing, Kelce had 16 targets inside the 20 and WRs Tyreek Hill and Chris Conley 
had 13, with Kelce and Hill each racking up 3 TDs inside 20 yards.

 When the Chiefs decide to throw it inside 
20 yards, they’re not shy about targeting Kelce. 
The problem is, it’s clear Reid prefers to run 
it. But Kelce makes up for his touchdown 
deficiency by racking up the yards. Last year 
he accumulated six 100-yard receiving games, 
twice the number of the next highest TE. With 
no legitimate number one WR in the Chiefs 
offense, Kelce will continue to be a major 
factor, even without consistent TD production. 
Count on 80 catches for 1,050 yards and 5 
TDs, placing him in the top 4 at the position in 
2017. – The Hudsonian

Travis Kelce, TE

Kelce outpaced the next-
best TE by 14 points with 
only four touchdowns in 
2016. He’s a lock for #2 
at the position, and could 
easily repeat as #1 if 
Gronk gets hurt again. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

““
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Tyreek Hill
Tyreek Hill’s jaw-dropping 2016 rookie 

season cemented him in many fantasy 
owners’ minds as the most versatile player 
in the league. One look at his statistics 
lends credence to that argument. Listed 
officially as a wide receiver, Hill’s receiving 
production left much to be desired: he 
ranked just 54th in receptions, 78th in 
receiving yards, and 24th in receiving 
touchdowns. The rookie made up for 
those pedestrian numbers, however, by 

electrifying on special teams and as a running back, returning two punts and one kickoff 
for touchdowns and adding three rushing scores. The Chiefs moved Hill up, down, and all 
around the field and he succeeded wherever he went. Despite below-average receiving 
stats, Hill’s involvement in the running game and on special teams resulted in WR19 
finish.

 Hill’s value shouldn’t be understated - nor should it be misplaced. His current average 
draft position in ESPN leagues is 59th and that’s about a round too high for me. If you’re 
drafting Hill, it should be to use him as your weekly FLEX, not as your WR1 or WR2. 
The late fifth round is simply too early to take a chance on a guy that has to play three 
positions to produce WR2 numbers. Hill’s success playing that many positions simply isn’t 
sustainable and WR2 is a critical position on your team. There’s no question about it: 
Hill’s the best FLEX option in fantasy and if your league gives points for kickoff and punt 
return yards, he may be worth a fifth round pick. But you should not draft him as your 
WR1 or WR2. –  Cole Hoopingarner

Hill is the best option at WR for the Chiefs passing 
game. Unfortunately, that’s like saying the best beef you 
can buy comes from McDonald’s. Draft with caution. 
– The Hudsonian

““

Tyreek Hill, WR
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Spencer Ware
Spencer Ware won the competition 

in Kansas City last year for the starting 
running back job, outperforming 
Charcandrick West and outlasting Jamaal 
Charles, who suffered a season-ending 
injury early in the season. Ware rewarded 
owners who took a chance on him with 214 
carries for 921 yards, 33 receptions for 
447 yards, and five combined touchdowns 
(three rushing, two receiving), good enough 
for an RB16 finish. 

 Ware enters 2017 as the starting 
running back and with Andy Reid’s run-first 
style in the red zone, the fourth-year back 
will receive ample opportunities to score. 
But being the starter doesn’t mean he’ll 
be a ball hog. Tyreek Hill, West, and rookie 
Kareem Hunt will siphon touches. Let’s 
also not forget that QB Alex Smith led the 
Chiefs with five rushing touchdowns last 
year. Reid loves to spread the ball around 
and utilize all his weapons and there’s no 
shortage of artillery in Kansas City. That 
said, Ware’s the starter at a position with 
an ever-diminishing reliability and could be 
a very valuable asset for you this season. I 
think he breaks the 1,000 yard barrier, adds 
35 catches for 450 yards, and pitches in 
seven total touchdowns. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

The Chiefs don’t 
draft Hunt if they were 

confident in Ware, 
right? Makes the 

higher price on Ware 
less appealing, but 

he’ll at least be a RB2 
to start the season. 
– The Hudsonian

“

“
Spencer Ware, RB
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Week 1: @ New England Patriots Week 10: BYE WEEK
Week 2: vs. Philadelphia Eagles Week 11: @ New York Giants

Week 3: @ Los Angeles Chargers Week 12: vs. Buffalo Bills

Week 4: vs. Washington Redskins Week 13: @ New York Jets
Week 5: @ Houston Texans Week 14: vs. Oakland Raiders
Week 6: vs. Pittsburgh Steelers Week 15: vs. Los Angeles Chargers

Week 7: @ Oakland Raiders Week 16: vs. Miami Dolphins

Week 8: vs. Denver Broncos Week 17: @ Denver Broncos
Week 9: @ Dallas Cowboys

Team Schedule

2017 Preview
Look for the same top players from 2016 lead the Chiefs in 2017. Kelce will remain 

a top 5 option at the TE position and Tyreek Hill should remain a top 20 option at WR 
because of the number of ways he’s utilized in the offense and with Jeremy Maclin 
no longer around. The D/ST will remain a top 5 option as well, with Hill’s contributions 
to special teams, two of the league’s best turnover creators Eric Berry and Marcus 
Peters in the secondary, and Justin Houston’s sack capabilities. The real battle will be 
at RB, where Spencer Ware looks to build on a successful 2016 with rookie Toledo 
standout Kareem Hunt, who profiles as an every down back, in his rear view mirror. Will 
Hunt usurp the role from Ware? It’ll be a training camp battle worth paying attention to. 
But just like the rest of their AFC West counterparts, the Chiefs’ schedule isn’t exactly 
worth salivating over. Their playoff schedule alone features the Raiders, Chargers, and 
Dolphins. If those teams improve defensively like they are predicted to, Kelce, Hill, and 
the entire Chiefs’ backfield won’t be the sexiest of options. – The Hudsonian


