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Detroit
Lions

Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB1 Matthew Stafford 307.9 QB12
RB1 Ameer Abdullah 26.8 RB91

RB2 Theo Reddick 161.8 RB24

RB3 Zach Zenner 72.0 RB56
RB4 Dwayne Washington 48.7 RB70
WR1 Golden Tate 204.7 WR18
WR2 Marvin Jones 164.7 WR43

WR3 TJ Jones 9.8 WR164
WR4 Jace Billingsley N/A N/A
TE1 Eric Ebron 132.1 TE14
K Matt Prater 122.0 K5
D/ST Lions 122.0 DST23

2016 Recap
Not one, but two running backs that feature heavily in this offense were lost early to 

injuries in 2016: Ameer Abdullah and Theo Reddick. All that did was put the ball in QB 
Matthew Stafford’s hands early and often. An early explosion by free agent WR Marvin 
Jones set the fantasy world on fire, but he soon came back to reality when WR Golden 
Tate elevated his game to where many of us expected it to be, en route to a WR18 finish. 
TE Eric Ebron continued to tease use and failed to reach top 10 territory with another 
underwhelming season, finishing 14th among TEs. But thanks to Stafford’s consistency 
and 4th quarter heroics, any player on the Lions offense made you take notice in 2016. 
– The Hudsonian
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Golden Tate
Few people expected 

Golden Tate to be the top 
flight wide receiver he’s 
become in Detroit when 
he signed as free agent 
after the 2013 season. In 
four seasons with Seattle, 
he never had more than 
100 targets, 64 receptions, 
900 yards. Detroit also had 
Calvin Johnson. Needless to 
say, Tate caught everyone 
by surprise during his first 

season with the Lions, posting career highs in catches (99) and yards (1,331) while 
adding 4 TDs.  

In 2016, the Lions’ first season without Megatron since 2006, Tate stepped up and 
became the number one wide receiver. He was targeted 135 times for 91 catches and 
1,077 yards, the second highest totals for each of those categories in his career, and 
he ranks 10th in targets and 6th in receptions in the NFL over the last 3 years. Some 
people thought the arrival of Marvin Jones would cut into Tate’s production, and for the 
first four weeks of 2016, it looked like it might. 
But Stafford didn’t forget where he makes his 
money. He fed Megatron like they dined at the 
buffet every night, and Tate’s target share over 
the last three seasons shows you he has a 
new dinner date now. Much like Jarvis Landry, 
what keeps Tate outside of the WR1 category 
is his lack of TDs. He has only 14 over the 
last three seasons, with his high being six in 
2015. Look for another 90 catches for 1,100 
yards and 5 TDs, which will keep him firmly in 
the WR2 range and a likely target in the 5th 
round. – The Hudsonian

Golden Tate’s as sure of 
a WR2 as you can get and 

in offensive coordinator 
Jim Bob Cooter’s second 
year, he may sneak into 

WR1 territory. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

““

Golden Tate, WR
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Matthew Stafford
The importance of consistency 

and reliability in fantasy football, 
especially at the quarterback 
position, can’t be understated. This 
is especially true if you bypass 
superstars at the position like 
Aaron Rodgers, Tom Brady, and 
Drew Brees in favor of building 
depth at RB and WR. There’s 
nothing worse than having top 
15 wide receivers and running 
backs’ productivity derailed by 
inconsistent, underwhelming 
quarterback play. Matthew Stafford 
provides the stability you need at 
the position to keep your sanity.

Stafford has started every single game as the Detroit Lions quarterback for six 
consecutive years. Over those six seasons he’s averaged 28 touchdowns, nearly 4,600 
yards passing, and a 62.4% completion percentage. Not too shabby. The Lions continue 
to surround the Georgia alum with talent, loading up at wide receiver, running back, 
and tight end, and solidifying the offensive line. Let’s also not forget that the Detroit 
defense allows its fair share of points, meaning Stafford and the Lions find themselves 
in shootouts more often than not. Stafford takes every opportunity he gets to showcase 
his abilities and fantasy owners can’t complain about that. He’ll probably never finish as 
a top 3 QB, but as he enters the prime of his career, he probably won’t finish outside the 
top 12 much, either. Looking for safety at the QB position? Stafford’s your guy. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

If you plan on waiting at QB, you’re in good hands with 
Stafford. Since 2011, Stafford has only one season where he’s 
finished lower than QB12 in fantasy. That’s great production at 

even greater value. Good hands indeed. 
– The Hudsonian

““

Matthew Stafford, QB
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Ameer Abdullah
While his sample size in the 

NFL is small, Ameer Abdullah 
flashed RB1 talent during his 
brief appearances in 2015 and 
2016. He’s just three years 
removed from rushing for the 
fourth-most yards in Nebraska 
history and the Lions thought 
him good enough to spend a 
second round pick on him in 
2015. Detroit knows it needs 
a consistent running game to 

turn the corner and compete for division titles. As great as Theo Riddick is as a pass catching 
back, he can’t be the feature RB that propels Detroit to playoff success. Key free agent 
signings across the offensive line (guard T.J. Lang and tackle Ricky Wagner) position Abdullah 
to breakout in 2017. Better late than never, right?

Now, you’re likely to hear lots of warnings about Abdullah’s health, especially with the recent 
revelation that he suffered a Lisfranc injury last year. Don’t let that concern you. While that 
specific injury does take a fairly long time to heal and has become a “buzz injury” of late, 
a study conducted by Kevin J. McHale, M.D., in 
2016 found that players who suffered a Lisfranc 
injury didn’t experience a significant dropoff in 
performance upon their return. From the Abstract: 
“Offensive and defensive players experienced a 
decrease in performance after return from injury 
that did not reach statistical significance compared 
with their respective control groups over a similar 
time period.” (Source: http://journals.sagepub.com/
doi/abs/10.1177/0363546516645082)

Abdullah will certainly face competition for 
touches from Theo Riddick. That doesn’t mean you 
can’t trust him as your RB2. He’s a top 5 sleeper 
candidate worthy of a sneaky pick in the middle of 
your drafts. – Cole Hoopingarner

I’m very high on Abdullah 
this year. With the 

upgrades that the Lions 
made on their offensive 

line, a healthy Abdullah will 
be a top 10 RB. Remember 

that come draft day. 
– The Hudsonian

“

“

Ameer Abdullah, RB
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Week 1: vs. Arizona Cardinals Week 10: vs. Cleveland Browns

Week 2: @ New York Giants Week 11: @ Chicago Bears
Week 3: vs. Atlanta Falcons Week 12: vs. Minnesota Vikings

Week 4: @ Minnesota Vikings Week 13: @ Baltimore Ravens
Week 5: vs. Carolina Panthers Week 14: @ Tampa Bay Bucs
Week 6: @ New Orleans Saints Week 15: vs. Chicago Bears
Week 7: BYE WEEK Week 16: @ Cincinnati Bengals
Week 8: vs. Pittsburgh Steelers Week 17: vs. Green Bay Packers

Week 9: @ Green Bay Packers

Team Schedule

2017 Preview
The offseason upgrades on the offensive line stand to increase the effectiveness 

of the running game in 2017. Can Abdullah remain healthy? Reddick is a PPR monster 
and should be good for a top 25 finish but Abdullah has the talent to be a top 10 RB 
in fantasy. Matthew Stafford to Golden Tate should be a popular DFS add on Sundays 
and should be good for top 15 performances at QB and WR, respectively. The wildcards 
are WR Marvin Jones and TE Eric Ebron. Both have the talent to be every week starters 
for you, but they seem to hold themselves back. Which Jones will show up? Ebron was 
once a top 10 draft pick in the NFL, but injuries and inconsistencies have held back 
the talented former Tar Heel. He’s a definite high end TE2 with upside, but when will we 
stop hoping he becomes something he’s clearly not? The Lions don’t face many tough 
opponents, and their playoff schedule features the Bucs, Bears and Bengals. Tate, a 
healthy Abdullah, Reddick, and Stafford should be fixtures in fantasy lineups throughout 
the playoffs. – The Hudsonian


