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Chicago
Bears

2016 Recap:
So, the Bears were a hot mess last year, right? They went through three starting 

quarterbacks, none of whom are on the team entering 2017. Their top two wide 
receivers, Alshon Jeffery and Kevin White, missed 4 and 12 games, respectively. In their 
absence, Cameron Meredith emerged and became something of a fantasy breakout 
with a two game stretch in October with 20 catches for 243 yards and a touchdown and 
another two game stretch in December with 18 catches for 239 yard and a touchdown. 
Meredith finished as the 41st ranked wide receiver in 2016. But everyone’s favorite 
breakout? Rookie running back Jordan Howard, the 5th round pick from Indiana who 
finished 2nd in the NFL in rushing with 1,313 yards, good for an RB9 finish. Beyond these 
two youngsters, though, there just wasn’t much to get excited about the Bears in 2016. – 
The Hudsonian

Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB1 Mike Glennon 11.0 QB52
QB2 (R) Mitchell Trubisky N/A N/A
RB1 Jordan Howard 228.6 RB9

RB2 Jeremy Langford 65.5 RB61

RB3 Ka’Deem Carey 23.1 RB96
WR1 Cameron Meredith 167.3 WR41
WR2 Kevin White 38.6 WR120

WR3 Kendall Wright (w/ TEN) 90.1 WR84
WR4 Markus Wheaton (w/ PIT) 17.1 WR149
TE1 Zach Miller 119.6 TE18
K Connor Barth 68.0 K27
D/ST Bears 123.0 DST22
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Jordan Howard
When you can draft the second leading 

rusher in the NFL in the fifth round of the 
NFL Draft, you laugh all the way to the 
bank. When you pick up the 9th place 
running back in fantasy football off the 
waiver wire, you laugh all the way to the 
championship. Jordan Howard wasn’t on 
many fantasy owners’ radars entering 
the 2016 season. Jeremy Langford had 
a somewhat productive 2015 in Chicago, 
scoring 6 TDs and showing off some 
skills in the receiving game. However, his poor yards per carry average led many people 
to doubt him, which led to some handcuffing him to Ka’Deem Carey. When those two 
suffered injuries, Howard took his spot on center stage.

Howard was a beast from the get go. In Week 4 against the Lions, a star was born 
when Howard went for 111 yards on 23 carries. He went on to have six more 100 yard 
rushing performances and finished 2nd in the NFL in rushing. His low touchdown total 
(7 total, 6 rushing) can be attributed to the anemic Bears offense. Howard contributed 
some to the passing game, with 29 catches for nearly 300 yards, which should keep him 
high on people’s draft boards. Some are fully expecting a repeat of his stellar 2016, but 
I’m a little more cautious. With a new QB and a new slate of WRs, teams will load up to 
stop Howard and keep him contained. Remember Todd Gurley’s big breakout in 2015 and 
subsequent collapse in 2016? Howard could be in for a similar plunge, especially if head 
coach John Fox pulls the plug on Mike Glennon early and inserts untested rookie Mitchell 
Trubisky. I have Howard as a top 10 option heading into 2017, but I’m hesitant to predict 
1,400 yards and 10 TDs. I say he hits 1,100 yards with 7 TDs and chips in another 300 
yards for a TD. That should keep him in the top 10, but he’s a low end RB1, which means 
he’s a 2nd round pick. – The Hudsonian

Jordan Howard, RB

You can do much, much worse than pairing a top-
flight wide receiver with Jordan Howard in the first and 

second rounds of your draft. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

““
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Cameron Meredith
With Alshon Jeffery gone, third year 

wide receiver Cameron Meredith 
ascends to the top of the depth chart 
at his position. We saw Meredith’s 
superstar potential last year during two 
two-game stretches: Weeks 5-6 and 
15-16, during which Meredith caught a 
combined 38 catches for 482 yards and 
a touchdown. For those scoring at home, 
those two games accounted for 58% of 
Meredith’s total receptions and 54% of 
his total yardage for the year. Don’t be 
alarmed by that. Meredith’s got the raw 
talent, size, and according to offseason 
reports the leadership required to 
succeed at the position. Like Jordan 
Howard, the biggest threat to Meredith’s 
success lives under center and it will 
continue to be like that until the Bears’ 
solve their quarterback puzzle.

Meredith’s average draft position as 
of this writing is 108th - far too late for 
someone with his talent and potential. 
Even though he plays for the Bears, 
grabbing a number one wide receiver 
in the 10th round is a license to steal 
your fantasy championship. He’s worth a 
6th-8th round selection and should be a 
threat to put up 1,000 yards, 70 catches, 
and seven touchdowns. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

Meredith 
should not be 

OVERLOOKED 
come draft day. 
A team’s number 
one WR should 

ALWAYS 
be owned. Just be 
prepared for a few 

HEADACHES! 
– The Hudsonian

Cameron Meredith, WR

“

“
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Zach Miller
Since joining the Bears in 2015, veteran tight end Zach Miller hasn’t lived up 

to expectations. He’s only played in 25 of a possible 32 games and in those two 
seasons he has totaled just 81 catches for 925 yards and nine touchdowns. Miller 
posted career bests in catches (47) and yards (489) in 2016 and only finished as 
fantasy’s 18th best tight end. 

Some will say that the clock is ticking for Miller in 2017, but I’ll go a step further 
and say that time has more than likely run out. For starters, he’s still recovering from a 
2016 injury that forced him to miss the Bears’ offseason program. Secondly, he faces 
stiff competition: the Bears signed free agent Dion Lewis to a 3-year, $18 million 
deal, spent a second round draft pick on Adam Shaheen, and acquired converted 
wide receiver Daniel Brown. Lastly, we can’t forget the dumpster fire that is the Bears’ 
quarterback situation. Jameis Winston’s former backup Mike Glennon will battle 
rookie and second overall pick Mitch Trubisky for the starting job. Not exactly an ideal 
scenario. Don’t be shocked if Miller is released during training camp or the preseason. 
If he’s able to hold on to his job, he should only be drafted in deep and/or two-TE 
leagues. – Cole Hoopingarner

Zach Miller, TE

With so many good options at the TE position, Miller will likely go 
undrafted. Just keep him in mind as the season goes on because we all 

know how much young QBs like their TEs. 
– The Hudsonian

““
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Week 1: vs. Atlanta Falcons Week 10: vs. Green Bay Packers
Week 2: @ Tampa Bay Bucs Week 11: vs. Detroit Lions

Week 3: vs. Pittsburgh Steelers Week 12: @ Philadelphia Eagles

Week 4: @ Green Bay Packers Week 13: vs. San Francisco 49ers
Week 5: vs. Minnesota Vikings Week 14: @ Cincinnati Bengals
Week 6: @ Baltimore Ravens Week 15: @ Detroit Lions
Week 7: vs. Carolina Panthers Week 16: vs. Cleveland Browns

Week 8: @ New Orleans Saints Week 17: @ Minnesota Vikings
Week 9: BYE WEEK

Team Schedule

2017 Preview:
Howard is the star and the only Bear worthy of an early pick. You’re likely drafting 

Cameron Meredith, possibly Kevin White in the event he shows off that first round talent, 
and maybe TE Zach Miller if he stops getting hurt, but there’s very little to like in Chicago 
this year. They face a last place schedule, but also get high powered offenses from the 
NFC South and a middle of the road AFC North. They do get the Bengals, Lions, and 
Browns in the fantasy playoffs, so if Howard struggles early, don’t be shy about trying to 
buy low on him and saving him for weeks 14-16. Glennon will be a target in 2 QB leagues 
and Trubisky in dynasty formats. – The Hudsonian


