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Houston
Texans
2016 Recap
As a unit, the 2016 Houston Texans probably disappointed more fantasy owners than
any other team last year. QB Brock Osweiler arrived in H-town with high expectations
after performing exceptionally well when Peyton Manning got injured/struggled in Denver.
Free agent RB Lamar Miller signed with Houston, a move expected to solidify the Texans’
backfield for years to come after the departure of Arian Foster. DeAndre Hopkins, a top
5 WR, looked to benefit from the stability of a decent QB and the persevering threat of
Miller in the backfield.
We all know how this turned out. Osweiler played terribly and Hopkins suffered as
a result. Miller underperformed compared to expectations and his previous years with
Miami. Many owners drafted Miller and Hopkins in the 1st/2nd rounds - and sometimes
those owners even drafted them together. Talk about seasons being busted before they
even began. – Cole Hoopingarner
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N/A

Lamar Miller

199.1

RB14

RB2
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Ryan Griffin
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DeAndre Hopkins
You can’t really blame DeAndre Hopkins
for his massive dropoff in fantasy
production in 2016. Atrocious quarterback
play plus a lack of support in the running
game equaled a horrendous season for
the former Clemson Tiger. 2016 marked
Hopkins’ worst campaign since his rookie
year and fantasy owners who took him in
the first round paid a significant price for it.
The situation this year doesn’t appear to be
much better as Tom Savage is apparently
the current starting quarterback. When
rookie and fellow Clemson alum Deshaun
Watson takes the reigns, Hopkins’ stock
should rise, but until then you may have to
suffer through some rough times.

DeAndre Hopkins, WR

But enough about last year and the likely horrible quarterback play he’ll have to deal
with for at least part of this season. Let’s try to focus on the positives Hopkins brings to
the table that will hopefully help him overcome the deficiencies around him. First, he’s
a physical freak who can battle and defeat nearly every cornerback in his way (except
Jalen Ramsey - go Noles!). He’s a target monster, racking up 192 in 2015 and 151 in
2016. And he’s incredibly durable - he’s started all 64 potential games of his four year
career. He’s one of the elite wide receivers in the NFL and it’s only a matter of time
before his fantasy and real numbers reflect that again. Hopkins will likely be available in
the late second or early third rounds of your drafts. Don’t hesitate to grab him if he is. He
may turn out to be one of the more valuable picks you make this year.
– Cole Hoopingarner
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Hopkins will bounce back in 2017. Yes, I’m a believer.
There’s only so much that can hold back someone so
talented. Tom Savage will look for him early and often.
– The Hudsonian
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Lamar Miller

Lamar Miller, RB

Last year, I had Miller ranked as my
number 1 RB going into 2016. I know,
I know. Silly me. If not for such paltry
quarterback and offensive line play, he
would’ve finished a lot higher than RB14
in Club Fantasy scoring. Going into 2017,
I’m not sure they’ve improved at QB quite
yet - I believe rookie Deshaun Watson will
be the starter by season’s end and have a
huge impact in 2018 for the Texans and his
supporting cast - but I think Miller is still a
top 10 option going into this season.

Last season saw Miller exceed 216 carries for the first time in his career. In fact,
2016 marked the most work Miller ever saw in a given season with 268 carries and 31
receptions. That’s almost 300 touches. The knock on Miller has always been his size
and whether or not he can be an every down back who can withstand a 300-carries-ayear workload. The short answer seems to be “no,” but take into account that the Texans
offensive line graded out as 18th best in the NFL, according to Pro Football Focus. They
were best at running off left tackle, where they ranked 5th in the NFL with 4.51 adjusted
yards per carry according to Football Outsiders. The Texans happen to employ standout
tackle Duane Brown on the left side.
Miller may have just crossed the 1,000 yard barrier last year - 1,073 yards to be exact
- but there was a clear reason why he struggled. The Texans went out and drafted Texas
RB D’Onta Foreman in the third round to help
alleviate some pressure off the former Miami
standout, so maybe Miller doesn’t see 268
After not living up to
carries again, but if he gets around 220 (they’re
expectations last year,
paying him to get at least this much) with 50
receptions (doable with his background), he can
Miller will exceed them this
do enough damage to remain a top 10 fantasy
year. He’s a top 10 RB.
RB. – The Hudsonian
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– Cole Hoopingarner
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C.J. Fiedorowicz

All dudes with C.J. as
their first and middle
initials with weird last
names are solid. Low tier
TE1 for sure.
– Cole J. Hoopingarner

Last season, Fiedorowicz was third on
the team in receiving yards (559), second in
receptions (54) and tied for first in receiving
touchdowns (4). The last 6 weeks of the
season, Fiedorowicz had target totals of 10,
6, 9, 7, 7, and 7. That alone should show you
how valuable he is to the success of the team.
One other note to consider: Ryan Griffin, the
team’s other tight end, had 50 catches for 442

“

yards and 2 TDs last year. Remember, head
coach Bill O’Brien came from New England
where they employed many two TE sets and
both were able to sustain success in fantasy
lineups. Griffin will continue to have a role in
the Texans’ offense, but Fiedorowicz is the
guy to rely on.
One thing former QB Brock Osweiler loved
last season was dumping off to his tight ends.
He enjoyed it so much that it cost Lamar
Miller a lot of receiving numbers fantasy
owners were counting on. With Osweiler
no longer in town, it’s up to incumbent Tom
Savage and rookie Deshaun Watson to keep
Fiedorowicz relevant. With a fully healthy
season, Fiedorowicz has the opportunity to
sneak into the lower tier of TE1 territory. Draft
him as a backup for a perennially injured star
and see dividends paid in full.
– The Hudsonian
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C.J. Fiedorowicz, TE

2017 Preview
The uncertainty at QB will determine Houston’s team and individual successes this
year. The earlier they give Watson the keys to the car, the better. Until then, you’ll have to
deal with Tom Savage as QB which - let’s be honest - doesn’t impact the QB position on
your team because you’re not drafting him anyway. Lamar Miller needs to show that he’s
worth what Houston paid him, and he likely will. DeAndre Hopkins will provide incredible
value to you as your WR2 but you’ll have to trust the process. This is one of the more
interesting teams to watch this year. – Cole Hoopingarner

Team Schedule
Week 1: vs. Jacksonville Jaguars
Week 2: @ Cincinnati Bengals

Week 3: @ New England Patriots
Week 4: vs. Tennessee Titans

Week 5: vs. Kansas City Chiefs

Week 10: @ Los Angeles Rams
Week 11: vs. Arizona Cardinals
Week 12: @ Baltimore Ravens

Week 13: @ Tennessee Titans
Week 14: vs. San Francisco 49ers

Week 7: BYE WEEK

Week 15: @ Jacksonville Jaguars
Week 16: vs. Pittsburgh Steelers

Week 8: @ Seattle Seahawks

Week 17: @ Indianapolis Colts

Week 6: vs. Cleveland Browns

Week 9: vs. Indianapolis Colts
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