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Denver
Broncos

Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB1 Trevor Siemian 216.0 QB27
QB2 Paxton Lynch 32.4 QB43
RB1 C.J. Anderson 104.5 RB42

RB2 Jamaal Charles (w/ KC) 13.4 RB111

RB3 Devontae Booker 117.8 RB39
WR1 Demaryius Thomas 219.6 WR13
WR2 Emmanuel Sanders 212.6 WR15

WR3 (R) Carlos Henderson N/A N/A
WR4 Cody Latimer 9.8 WR164
TE1 Virgil Green 41.0 TE46
TE2 (R) Jake Butt N/A N/A
K Brandon McManus 114.6 K11
D/ST Broncos 186.0 DST3

2016 Recap
Even with such pathetic QB play, Demaryius Thomas and Emmanuel Sanders remained 

comfortably in WR2 territory in 2015, as WR13 and WR15, respectively. And the Broncos 
D/ST was once again a stalwart, finishing as the 3rd best in fantasy. And...well, that’s 
about it. The Broncos, coming off a Super Bowl championship, laid a bigger egg than 
your friendly neighborhood Easter Bunny. C.J. Anderson went down with an injury and 
Ronnie Hillman couldn’t seize the role and was eventually cut. This left rookie and 
resident fumbling expert Devontae Booker to lead a running game which was not helped 
at all by the offensive line. The QB combination of Trevor Siemian and Paxton Lynch 
didn’t do much better in their efforts to replace the immortal Peyton Manning. While 
Siemian showed flashes of potential, he still only finished as QB27. Lynch fared worse in 
his appearances en route to a QB43 performances, respectively. They have to improve in 
2017, right? – The Hudsonian
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Demaryius Thomas
Over the last five years, you could make a 

case for Demaryius Thomas as one of the two 
best wide receivers in all of football. Sounds 
crazy, right? I mean, the way we tout Julio Jones, 
A.J. Green, Odell Beckham, Jr., it’s easy to 
forget about DT.  How’s this to get you thinking? 
Since 2012, Thomas ranks 2nd in the NFL in 
Targets (790), receptions (492), and receiving 
yards (6,870), just below Antonio Brown in all 
three categories. He also ranks 4th in receiving 
touchdowns with 46, trailing Dez Bryant (52), 
Antonio Brown, and Brandon Marshall (48 each).

It’s easy to point out that for four of those 
five years, Thomas had future Hall of Famer 
Peyton Manning throwing him the ball. You could 
also point out that before Manning got there, 
Thomas had a TOTAL of 834 receiving yards in 

his first two years. But Thomas also missed 11 
games combined those first two seasons. In the last 5 years, guess how many games 
he’s missed. That’s right. Zero, zilch, nada, zip. In his first year without Manning he even 
crossed the 1,000 yard plateau and had 90 catches.

Maybe he’s no longer the legitimate WR1 he once was without a competent QB 
throwing him the ball, but when you consider that 49.8% of the last year’s targets went 
to Thomas and Emmanuel Sanders, 25.4% of 
which were in Thomas’ direction, you know he’s 
going to be busy enough to warrant a spot in 
your everyday lineup. Just don’t expect a lot 
in the touchdown department anymore. With 
Trevor Siemian and/or Paxton Lynch throwing 
the ball, look for a lot of short passes and 
prayers for yards after catch (YAC). I’d look for 
at least 85 catches, 1,100 yards if you’re lucky, 
but nothing more than 6 TDs. Still, that’s solid 
WR2 numbers. – The Hudsonian

Demaryius Thomas, WR

You can’t ask for much 
better WR2 production 

than Thomas or 
Sanders. Draft both of 
them with confidence. 
– Cole Hoopingarner
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Emmanuel Sanders
Remember when Emmanuel 

Sanders was a member of 
the Pittsburgh Steelers? 
You forgot about that, didn’t 
you? It’s okay. You’re not 
likely alone. In the four 
years he was in Pittsburgh, 
Sanders never tallied more 
than 740 receiving yards or 
6 touchdowns, and those 
numbers came in a contract 
year before he became a 
free agent. If you forgot Sanders was once a Steeler, you also probably didn’t realize 
Sanders was in fact in the same receiving corps as one Antonio Brown. Could you 
imagine if Sanders and Brown were still teammates? That might be more exciting than 
Sanders teamed up with Demaryius Thomas.

Would it have been more exciting though? In the three years Sanders has been in 
Denver teamed with Thomas, he’s 8th in the NFL in targets, 9th in receptions, 8th in 
receiving yards, 14th in TDs, and 11th in yards per game. He’s never had less than 
1,032 receiving yards in a season with the Broncos, nor less than 137 targets. What 
makes Sanders different from Thomas is that he arrived in Denver in 2014, which 
was Manning’s last great season. Sanders had 101 receptions for 1,404 yards and 9 
TDs, all career highs, en route to a 5th place finish among WRs. In 2015, Manning was 
hardly effective and Brock Osweiler filled in for spurts, and Sanders still had 1,135 
yards and 6 TDs, good for a WR18 finish. With inadequate QB play for all of 2016, 
Sanders once again crossed 1,000 yards - 1,035 to be exact - and added 5 TDs to 
place 15th among WRs in Club Fantasy scoring. I think he’s doing just fine without 
Brown as a running mate.

If you haven’t caught on yet, Sanders is good and his shaky QB situation should not 
deter you from drafting him. He and Thomas account for nearly 50% of the team’s 
targets, so he’ll have more than his fair share of opportunities. I’d look for around 
75 receptions, 1,050 yards and 6 TDs this year, which will keep him right where he 
belongs as a WR2 on your roster. – The Hudsonian

Emmanuel Sanders, WR
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C.J. Anderson
The curious case of C.J. Anderson. After 

he burst onto the scene in 2014, many 
of us in the fantasy community pegged 
Anderson as the next big breakout running 
back heading into 2015. From weeks 9-17 
in 2014, Anderson was 5th in rushing yards, 
6th in carries, 8th in yards per carry (with 
at least 100 carries), and 2nd in rushing 
TDs. He was a workhorse and carried the 
Broncos through the playoffs. The 2015 
hype was warranted.

Then 2015 happened and he didn’t live 
up to the hype. In the first 7 weeks of the 
season, Anderson had a grand total of 180 

rushing yards, 0 TDs and averaged an abysmal 2.7 yards/carry. He did heat up starting in 
Week 8, however, rushing for 540 yards and 5 TDs to the tune of 6.35 yards/carry. Another 
point to consider: in 2014, Anderson’s game high in carries was 32, with 7 games over 13 
carries and 4 of those over 20. In 2015? 9 games in double figures, but not a single game 
over 15. Seems to me like the guy just needs some work to gain some momentum. 2016 
was a wash, as Anderson played in only 7 games, but never had a game with less than 10 
carries and topped out at 20. His yards per carry took a big hit in 2016, however, averaging 
only 4.0 yards/carry before his season-ending injury.

What do these number tell us about Anderson? I see a guy who needs carries to gain 
momentum and good run blocking to help him, something he did not get in 2016 - the 
Broncos’ offensive line ranked 24th as a unit in 2016 according to Pro Football Focus. 
He’s on a short leash going into 2017, as the team brought in former Chiefs great 
Jamaal Charles to see if he has anything left in the tank (I don’t think he does) to provide 
competition. Also in the backfield is 2nd year back Devontae Booker, who filled in for 
Anderson in 2016 to the tune of 612 yards on 3.5 yards/carry. Anderson should win the 
job and should see a steady diet of carries. I think he hits 225 carries for 980 yards and 
7 TDs. He’s a low, low-end RB2, more like a RB3/FLEX play given the matchup, but he 
certainly has the potential for more because, well, we’ve seen it. – The Hudsonian

C.J Anderson, RB

Anderson’s safe to draft as a FLEX with RB2 potential. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

“
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Week 1: vs. Los Angeles Rams Week 10: vs. New England Patriots
Week 2: vs. Dallas Cowboys Week 11: vs. Cincinnati Bengals

Week 3: @ Buffalo Bills Week 12: @ Oakland Raiders
Week 4: vs. Oakland Raiders Week 13: @ Miami Dolphins
Week 5: BYE WEEK Week 14: vs. New York Jets
Week 6: vs. New York Giants Week 15: @ Indianapolis Colts
Week 7: @ Los Angeles Chargers Week 16: @ Washington Redskins

Week 8: @ Kansas City Chiefs Week 17: vs. Kansas City Chiefs

Week 9: @ Philadelphia Eagles

Team Schedule

2017 Preview
I think we all know where this is going. Here is what we know: Demaryius Thomas 

and Emmanuel Sanders will be steady, if unspectacular, en route to top 20 finishes at 
WR. The Broncos D/ST will be a top 5 unit in fantasy. After that, everyone is a wild card. 
You’re likely not drafting Siemian/Lynch unless you’re in 2 QB leagues, but you’re likely 
drafting a Broncos RB. So which one? Anderson should begin the season as the starter. 
There’s room for newly signed Jamaal Charles to seize the role, but I’m of the belief 
that if he hasn’t earned it by Week 3 of the preseason, the Broncos will likely move on, 
signaling the end of one of the great fantasy careers we’ve seen in the last ten years. 
Booker will remain, but if he’s still fumbling, he’s on the bench. Anderson should be a 
fixture as a FLEX, possibly better if he remains healthy. Keep an eye on rookie TE Jake 
Butt. If he comes in healthy after tearing his ACL in his final college game, the Broncos 
got a steal and he’s someone to stash in Dynasty leagues. Their division, arguably the 
toughest in football with impact offenses and stout defenses, nor their schedule, facing 
the NFC East and AFC East, does any of these players favors though. Buyer beware. 
– The Hudsonian


