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Position Player Points 2016 Ranking

QB Jameis Winston 303.2 QB13
RB1 Doug Martin 85.5 RB49

RB2 Charles Sims 67.9 RB59

RB3 Jacquizz Rodgers 85.9 RB48
WR1 Mike Evans 286.6 WR4
WR2 DeSean Jackson (w/ WAS) 179.1 WR35
WR3 Adam Humphries 113.6 WR67

WR4 (R) Chris Godwin N/A N/A
TE1 Cameron Brate 171.0 TE6
TE2 (R) O.J. Howard N/A N/A

K Roberto Aguayo 69.0 K26
D/ST Bucs 162.0 DST12

Tampa Bay
Buccaneers

2016 Recap
After just one Tampa Bay Buccaneer finished in the top 20 in fantasy scoring at his 

position in 2014 (Mike Evans finished 13th), the Bucs flipped the script in 2016, with 
four players finishing in the top 15 at their positions: Evans (4th), Cameron Brate (6th), 
D/ST (12th), and Jameis Winston (13th). There was another, much uglier side to the 
coin, though: due to injuries and under performance, the Bucs didn’t have a single RB 
finish higher than 48th (Jacquizz Rodgers). And how can we forget everyone’s favorite 
second round draft pick, Roberto Aguayo, who finished 26th at the position? Still, if you’re 
targeting Bucs offensive playmakers in 2017, you’ve got to be excited about what they 
accomplished in 2016. – Cole Hoopingarner
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Jameis Winston
Jameis Winston is the first quarterback to 

begin his career by throwing for at least 4,000 
yards in his first two seasons. He’s also thrown for 
50 touchdown passes and run for 7 in his short 
career. When you think about who he’s thrown 
the ball to and his supporting cast, those statistic 
becomes even more impressive: it’s been Mike 
Evans with a side of Cameron Brate and that’s 
pretty much it. But that all changes in 2017 with 
the addition of DeSean Jackson, the drafting of 
O.J. Howard, and the stabilization (hopefully) of 
the Bucs running game. Winston fans and those 

with plans to draft him must be licking their chops at his 2017 prospects. A high risk / high 
reward quarterback, Winston will take his chances but will also make throws that only a 
handful of other people on the planet can make. He’s also very underrated as a scrambling 
quarterback, as we’ve seen several improvised touchdown runs from him since 2015.

That’s not to say that Winston doesn’t 
have weaknesses that can potentially 
cost you fantasy matchups. In 2016 
he had one four-interception game 
and one three-interception game. The 
silver lining there is that throughout the 
other 14 games, Winston only threw 11 
interceptions. Another weakness is his 
deep ball - in 2016 he constantly missed 
deep throws long. But DeSean Jackson 
should help alleviate a little bit of that 
pain, as my counterpart will detail on the 
following pages. 2017 is Winston’s time 
to make the leap from top 15 fantasy 
QB to top 10. He’s finally got weapons 
all around him, and if Doug Martin can 
get his head straight, he’ll have a running game to back him up. I’ll predict 4300 yards, 32 
passing touchdowns, and two rushing touchdowns - that’ll add up to a top 10 season for the 
greatest Florida State quarterback ever. – Cole Hoopingarner

I’ve never been the biggest Jameis 
Winston fan - I’m admittedly biased as a 
diehard UM fan - but I know how to call 
a spade a spade. Winston has elevated 
his game each of the past two years, 
and with the additions the Bucs have 
made on offense during the offseason, 
Jameis will make the leap into QB1 
territory. Yes, write that down. 
– The Hudsonian

“

“

Jameis Winston, QB
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Mike Evans
After struggling a bit in Year 2 - 11 drops and only 3 TDs in 2015 - Evans had the 

bounce back campaign Cole and I thought he would in 2016 with 96 catches for 1,321 
yards and 12 TDs - and only 7 drops. If this were a math equation looking at trends, it’d 
be a safe assumption that in 2017 Evans would still have over 1,000 receiving yards, 
but would have single digit TDs and double digit drops. With Winston heading into Year 3 
and the Bucs adding a speed threat opposite Evans - more on DeSean Jackson below 
- Evans doesn’t look to have an off 2017. He finished 4th in Club Fantasy scoring with 
286.6 points in 2016, and his WR1 status heading into 2017 should only be enhanced. 
It’s not a “will he” finish in the top 5 in fantasy scoring this year, but a “he will” finish in 
the top 5 in fantasy scoring this year. Just look at the WRs in his stratosphere. We know 
Antonio Brown is a lock. Julio Jones, for as great as he is, seems to always miss a few 
games, though I’m hardly concerned. 
Odell Beckham Jr. has a new running 
mate that, by all accounts, could be a 
number 1 in his own right which makes 
it appear like a regression could be 
on the horizon. Will Jordy Nelson and 
T.Y. Hilton repeat their 2016 success in 
2017? Next to Brown and Jones, I think 
Evans is the biggest lock for a top 5 
finish, so queue him up come draft day. 
It’s all but certain he’ll go at the tail end 
of Round 1 or the top of Round 2 in 
your fantasy drafts. – The Hudsonian

Last name Evans, first name Greatest. 
He’s a lock to finish as a top 7 WR. 
–Cole Hoopingarner

““

Mike Evans, WR
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DeSean Jackson
As an Eagles fan, I’m all too 

familiar with what DJax brings to 
the table. His speed is special, 
and even into his 30s, he leaves 
defensive backs covered in dust. 
But something I noticed last year: 
he learned how to CATCH. Always 
known for his speed, DJax never 
had the best hands or ran the 
crispest routes. His hands were 
so bad, in his first four years in 
the NFL he had 28 drops. 28! That 
worked out to 1 drop for every 8.2 
receptions, or 1 drop every 15.6 
targets. He reached his peak in 
2011 with 10 drops. But since then? He’s only dropped 9 passes the last 5 seasons. 
That’s one drop every 29.9 receptions, or 1 drop every 50.9 targets. So not only are 
Winston and the Bucs getting a player that can stretch the field and keep double 
teams on Evans to a minimum, they’re getting a player that has the speed to get 
behind a defense and CATCH what is thrown to him. Luckily for Winston and the Bucs, 
Winston’s arm is strong enough to drop it in his hands in stride. I’ve witnessed Michael 
Vick, arguably the strongest arm I’ve ever seen in the NFL, under throw Jackson. 
Winston will be tested, but it’s for the best if the Bucs offense is to take the next step. 
Opposite Evans, I’d expect DJax to challenge for 1,000 receiving yards, albeit on barely 
60 catches, which would make him nothing more than a FLEX play and top 30 WR in 
Club Fantasy scoring. – The Hudsonian

Jackson may have his best season 
since leaving Philly - and maybe even 
his second best season ever behind 
his 2013 tilt with the Eagles. 
– Cole Hoopingarner

““

DeSean Jackson, WR
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2017 Preview
 All signs point to continued fantasy success for the Bucs in 2017, especially 

at the quarterback and wide receiver positions. The addition of DeSean Jackson, 
who is already 8th all time in TD catches over 50 yards, will assuredly help improve 
Jameis Winston’s deep ball completion percentage. Mike Evans must have been 
doing backflips when Jackson signed, as he now will face fewer double teams. 
Cameron Brate emerged as a trusted fantasy asset in 2016 and should continue to 
fill that role in 2017, even with the Bucs drafting O.J. Howard in the first round of the 
draft. Speaking of Howard, look for him to bust off a multi-TD game or two as he 
gets settled into the league. The Bucs D/ST will continue to improve with Mike Smith 
returning for a second year. The uncertainty at running back and kicker will cause 
some heartburn, but you could do far worse at QB, WR, TE, and D/ST.

The Bucs will have to play their best, however, to achieve what we predict. Tampa 
Bay’s schedule begins with attractive games @ Miami and against Chicago, but the 
next six games look brutal as the Bucs face the Vikings, Giants, Patriots, Cardinals, 
Bills, and Panthers. After a Week 11 bye, the Bucs get some relief in the form of 
Atlanta, Green Bay, Detroit, and Atlanta again before wrapping up the fantasy playoffs 
@ Carolina. – Cole Hoopingarner

Week 1: @ Miami Dolphins Week 10: vs. New York Jets

Week 2: vs. Chicago Bears Week 11: BYE WEEK
Week 3: @ Minnesota Vikings Week 12: @ Atlanta Falcons

Week 4: vs. New York Giants Week 13: @ Green Bay Packers
Week 5: vs. New England Patriots Week 14: vs. Detroit Lions

Week 6: @ Arizona Cardinals Week 15: vs. Atlanta Falcons

Week 7: @ Buffalo Bills Week 16: @ Carolina Panthers
Week 8: vs. Carolina Panthers Week 17: vs. New Orleans Saints

Week 9: @ New Orleans Saints

Team Schedule


